
randomized controlled trials incorporating risk and treat-
ment factors (dose, class, course length, hydrophilicity)
are necessary [4]. In conclusion, given the global disease
burden and grave implications of advanced AMD, novel
treatment with statins deserves further study and
consideration.
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Vincent Van Gogh is well known for his yellow addiction,
which might be related to a health condition [1]. There
are several theories about his possible diseases, including
epilepsy, Meniere’s disease, and acute intermittent por-
phyria [2–6].

This yellow obsession makes professionals wonder: were
those only reflection of his mind or how he saw the world?

There are different theories around this however, this
hypothesis will focus on one theory: Xanthopsia. Xan-
thopsia is a rare condition that causes yellow vision which
can also occur due to medications. Digitalis rarely causes

yellow vision following bilirubin deposition in the eye
which possibly explains his yellow addiction according to
some specialists [7–9]. It is well known that he was treated
by the famous physician Paul Gachet during the 19th cen-
tury (Fig. 1). During that time foxglove plant, which is the
main ingredient of digitalis, was used for the treatment of
epilepsy and mania [2, 10–13].

Although, we don’t have the medical recordings of
him, it is possible that Gachet used digoxin on him con-
sidering Gogh painted him several times with foxglove
plants [2, 14, 15].

Moreover, the yellow color dominates his paintings he
painted during his hospital stay.

Although there are several reasons to consider this yel-
low love is not natural, the opposite seems more reliable
because of several reasons.

First, his treatment under Gachet lasted only 2 months.
Studies suggest 2 months are not enough for the develop-
ment of xanthopsia [16].
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Second, Gachet was known for his careful drug usage
and even wrote a scientific paper about digoxin dosage.

Finally, he was painting dominantly yellow for nearly
all his artistic life, even though he was not using digitalis
[14, 17, 18].

In conclusion, it is obvious that Van Gogh suffered from
some serious health problems. But multiple different rea-
sons make it unlikely that the artist has suffered from
xanthopsia.
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Fig. 1 Portrait of Dr. Paul Gachet
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